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By LINDSAY RENNER-WOOD
lrenner-wood@somdnews.com

A Washington-based 
nonprofit organization 
that monitors the health 
of the Potomac River and 
its tributaries announced 
last week that it intends 
to sue the Charles County 
Board of Public Works in 
federal court, saying the 
Mattawoman Wastewater 
Treatment Plant is not 
operating in compliance 
with the federal Clean 
Water Act.

In last week’s announce-
ment from the Potomac 
Riverkeeper Network, the 
organization said that the 
lawsuit is intended to ad-
dress the alleged “ongo-
ing unlawful discharges 
of wastewater from the 
county’s Mattawoman 
Wastewater Treatment 
Plant into the Potomac 
River and Mattawoman 
Creek.” In a Nov. 11 let-
ter to Board of Public 
Works director William 

Shreve, the organization 
through its attorneys 
at the Georgetown Law 
Institute for Public Rep-
resentation alleges that 
the county’s public works 
board has failed to com-
ply with the stipulations 
outlined in its pollution 
discharge system permit.

Additionally, the letter 
says, the plant has been 
“discharging wastewater 
from the county’s sewers 
into Mattawoman Creek 
without a permit.”

“Our investigation 
shows that this sewage 
plant violated its permit 
on numerous occasions 
over at least the past five 
years, and the pollution 
continues,” Potomac 
Riverkeeper Dean Nau-
joks said in the release. 
“These illegal discharges 
are fouling the Potomac 
River and Mattawoman 

Riverkeeper 
threatens to 
sue county
Group claims wastewater plant  
not in compliance with federal law

By ADDISON LIKINS
Special to the Maryland Independent

A longtime tradition 
continued Friday at Mt 
Hope/Nanjemoy Ele-
mentary School when 
it held its 33rd annu-
al Senior Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner for 
over 250 Charles County 

senior citizens.
Dyanna Finamore, a 

first grade teacher at Mt. 
Hope/Nanjemoy and 
the coordinator for the 
Thanksgiving program, 
explained that when 
Connie Barrister, school 
secretary for Mt. Hope/
Nanjemoy for 32 years, 

retired last year, there 
were serious concerns 
that the annual event 
would not continue.

Finamore said that 
invitations are sent 
to churches, nursing 
homes and senior cen-
ters throughout Charles 
County. Some of the 
seniors drive them-

Elementary school serves 
up Thanksgiving tradition
Mt. Hope/Nanjemoy holds 33rd 
annual dinner for senior citizens
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Jai’varn Hatton, a fifth-grade student at Mt Hope/Nanjemoy Elementary School, hams it up during 
his performance as a turkey on Friday when the school held its 33rd annual Senior Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner. 

By JOHNATHON CLINKSCALES
jclinkscales@somdnews.com

School system officials hosted 
a town hall Monday at Thomas 
Stone High School in Waldorf 
to readdress safety and security 
issues as well as provide updates 
on school safety procedures, 

building enhancements and oth-
er initiatives.

“Twenty-seven thousand, five 
hundred and one of Charles 
County children attend Charles 
County Public Schools. Our 
first and most important job is 
to make sure that those 27,501 

students, and almost 4,000 staff 
members, are safe every single 
day,” schools superintendent 
Kimberly Hill said as she kicked 
off the discussion inside Thom-
as Stone’s auditorium. “We take 
that responsibility extremely se-
riously.”

Hill was accompanied onstage 
by school safety and security di-
rector Jason Stoddard, student 
services director Kathy Kiessling 
and supporting services assistant 
superintendent Michael Heim, 
all of whom answered questions 

School system officials host safety town hall
Public provided with updates on security and expenditures

By LINDSAY RENNER-WOOD
lrenner-wood@somdnews.com

Last week, the Charles 
County Sheriff’s Office 
became the newest par-
ticipant in a U.S. Army 
program that guarantees 
former soldiers an inter-
view for potential employ-
ment after they leave the 
service.

Officials from the sher-
iff’s office and Army 
convened at the sheriff’s 
La Plata headquarters 
Thursday morning for 
a brief ceremony signi-
fying a new partnership 

Sheriff’s office, Army sign  

partnership pact on jobs
Program guarantees former soldiers an interview

STAFF PHOTO BY LINDSAY RENNER-WOOD

Sheriff Troy D. Berry (D) and Lt. Col Nathan Allard of the U.S. 
Army sign the memorandum of understanding that signifies the 
new jobs program partnership between the two. The sheriff’s 
office is the newest participant in the Army’s Partnership for 
Youth Success program, which guarantees job interviews to sol-
diers after they leave the service.

By ERIC MYERS
Capital News Service

Time is running out 
for uninsured motorists 
in Maryland to take ad-
vantage of a program 
that forgives 80% of unin-
sured-driving debts that 
became delinquent be-
fore 2017.

Debtors have until Dec. 
31 to register for the pro-
gram and begin repaying 
the remaining 20% of their 
total fines. If an individual 
registers and pays at least 
one-sixth of their remain-

ing 20% of debt by the 
end of the year, they have 
until June 2020 to finish 
paying.

There are approximate-
ly 308,000 unique debt-
ors, who combined have 
close to 400,000 total 
unpaid debts, according 
to Maryland Auto CEO 
Mark McCurdy.

The average debt that 
prevents people from re-
newing their registration 
is in the range of $2,400 
to $2,500, McCurdy told 
Capital News Service. 
The fines are issued to 

Deadline near for 
uninsured drivers 
amnesty over debt
Motorists have 
until Dec. 31
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