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         September 25, 2019 
 

 
 
 
Harry E. Hunsicker III 
Program Manager 
Water and Science Administration, Compliance Program 
Maryland Department of the Environment 
1800 Washington Boulevard  
Baltimore, MD 21230 
410-537-3626 
Via e-mail to  
Harry.hunsicker@maryland.gov  
 
Dear Mr. Hunsicker,  
 
I am writing on behalf of Potomac Riverkeeper Network (PRKN) to express our gratitude for the 
quick response by the Maryland Department of Environment (MDE) to PRKN’s report of 
suspicious activity at the Morgantown coal-fired power plant.  MDE’s subsequent Inspection 
Report (PAF 20-2123) from September 18, 2019 contains valuable information regarding 
activities at the site which fail to comply with the facility’s Clean Water Act NPDES permit and 
Maryland’s Environmental Article. In order to fully assess the extent of illegal activity at the site 
and ensure that any contamination is remediated and future pollution prevented, PRKN hereby 
requests that MDE take the following actions with regard to the Morgantown facility, Maryland 
Permit 14 DP-0841.  
 

1) Require GenOn, the owner/operator of the Morgantown plant, to conduct water and 
sediment sampling of the unnamed tributary (UT) flowing through the plant property, 
which clearly has been impacted from coal pile runoff, improper coal ash storage and 
other currently unknown historical activity at the site. PRKN is concerned that toxic 
metals from coal ash disposal and improper coal pile management, as well as other 
contaminants, have leached into groundwater and the unnamed tributary and discharged 
into Pasquehanza Creek. GenOn should also provide MDE with all information regarding 
discharges from facility operations into the UT, including but not limited to records 
relating to discharges from Outfall SW-011 and any other known discharge points on the 
site property into the UT or Pasquehanza Creek.  This includes a previously documented 
Outfall 008.  

a. Conduct surface water and sediment sampling in the unnamed pond located on the 
site property in the vicinity of Pasquehanza Creek, to determine whether coal ash 
related metals are present in the pond water or sediments.  

b. Conduct groundwater monitoring at multiple locations on the site, to determine 
whether the use, storage or disposal of coal and coal ash/CCB has contaminated 
the site with coal ash metals, including boron, selenium, arsenic, hexavalent 
chromium and other metals.  
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2) Determine whether GenOn is in compliance with Consent Order CO-96-0009, referenced 

in the Inspection Report as executed to address groundwater and surface water 
remediation at the site. It is particularly important to determine whether the surface and 
groundwater sampling required under the Order has been conducted, and to share any 
sampling data or other information with MDE and the public as soon as it is available. 
GenOn staff’s failure to provide any useful information on the status of the required 
sampling and any sample results is deeply concerning, and suggests poor recordkeeping 
at a minimum, and possibly outright failure to comply with a legally binding consent 
order.  It is imperative that MDE require GenOn to disclose all the information in its 
possession regarding compliance with the Consent Order, and take appropriate 
enforcement action if the Order was not complied with.   

 
3) Require GenOn to provide the following information to MDE within 15 days;  

 
a. Inventory and volume estimate of all coal ash or Coal Combustion Byproducts 

(CCB) currently stored, disposed of, landfilled or otherwise present on the site, 
either from historical/legacy operations or current plant operation. This includes 
the legacy “Pirate” landfills and any other CCB onsite.  GenOn should also 
disclose the volume of dredge spoils, unusable coal and related waste material 
that was dredged from the coal pile stormwater pond or mixed with the dredge 
spoils from the pond and spread on the site, as documented in the Inspection 
Report.  

b. Any and all information regarding the legacy coal ash landfills and any coal ash 
impoundments, coal ash ponds or other coal ash disposal areas on the plant site 
that may contain legacy coal ash.  This includes an unnamed pond located on the 
plant site near Pasquehanza Creek, and any discharges from the pond into the 
Creek.  

c. GenOn’s current operational processes regarding the storage and disposal of 
CCB, coal ash pile runoff, coal ash pile stormwater and any other waste streams 
containing waste related to the burning of coal onsite.  This includes storage of fly 
ash in coal silos and any other method for storing ash before disposal.  

 
4) Determine whether GenOn’s handling, storage or disposal of coal ash at the Morgantown 

facility is required to comply with the requirements of EPA’s Coal Combustion Residuals 
Rule.1 This specifically refers to those portions of the Rule that are currently in force, 
including coal ash pond liner requirements, groundwater monitoring requirements, 
corrective action, etc.  

 
Potomac Riverkeeper Network appreciates the work done by MDE staff to conduct inspections 
and review compliance at this facility.  The Morgantown coal plant is categorized as an 
Industrial Major Surface Water discharger by MDE, and as such, should be subject to the highest 
level of scrutiny when it comes to compliance with state and federal environmental laws. This 
facility discharges into the tidal Potomac River in an area that is highly valued and critically 
important for striped bass, endangered Atlantic Sturgeon and other ecologically and 
economically important natural resources.  Addressing pollution from large industrial facilities is 
an ongoing priority of PRKN.  We look forward to working with MDE staff to ensure that any 
pollution issues at this site are dealt with promptly and effectively.   
 
                                                           
1 See https://www.epa.gov/coalash/coal-ash-rule 
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Please contact me by phone, 202-888-4929 or e-mail, phillip@prknetwork.org if you have any 
questions or need more information regarding these requests.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phillip Musegaas  
Vice President of Programs and Litigation   
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