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October 09, 2018 -- Whittney Evans

Dominion Energy Wrapping Up Cost Analysis Of Recycling Coal Ash

  

Utility giant Dominion Energy updated Virginia

lawmakers Tuesday (10/9/18) on its efforts to gauge

the cost and viability of recycling coal ash in the

commonwealth.

Dominion Energy lobbyist William Murray told

members of a joint commerce and labor committee

Tuesday, 26 companies are interested in bidding for

the project. The company chosen would turn the toxic

byproduct of Dominion’s coal-burning power plants

into materials like concrete, bricks and even bowling

balls. But details about those bids won’t be available

until Dominion Energy submits a final report to

legislators on November 15th.

“We want to run a robust, rigorous process to get you the best information possible to make the public policy

decisions you may choose to make,” Murray said.

The General Assembly passed a bipartisan bill earlier this year that directed Dominion Energy to file a request

for proposal (RFP). Lawmakers will ultimately decide how the utility company should safely dispose of its coal

ash. Right now, it’s sitting in 11 ponds throughout the state. Dominion Energy already recycles some of its coal

ash, but is inclined to keep it in the ground using a method called “cap-in-place.”

Environmental groups say it’s safer to excavate the ponds.

“Every single coal ash pond in the Atlantic Coastal region, north of Florida and south of Maryland is being

excavated except in Virginia,” said Nate Benforado with the non-profit Southern Environmental Law Center.

Concerns about the hazards of coal ash resurfaced last month when heavy rains in North Carolina washed away

part of a coal-ash landfill into a nearby river.

A U.S. District Court judge ruled in 2017 that Dominion Energy violated the Federal Clean Water Act when a

breach at one of its coal-ash disposal facilities sent arsenic flowing into surrounding rivers. A federal appeals

court reversed that decision last month, saying Dominion had not violated state or federal environmental rules.

Southern Environmental Law Center has petitioned for a rehearing of that case.
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Southern Environmental Law Center is calling for

Dominion Energy's coal-ash ponds to be excavated.

Southern Environmental Law Center
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