
This is my last ditch effort to appeal to secretary Grumbles since Hogan is so quiet.  
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Brent Walls <brent@potomacriverkeeper.org> 
Date: Mon, Mar 12, 2018 at 1:21 PM 
Subject: Respectfully request that you consider this email 
To: ben.grumbles@maryland.gov 
 
Secretary Grumbles, 
 
I am reaching out one last time to stress the urgency for MDE to make a decision on the Potomac Pipeline. I 
call it that, because this will be the first ever drilling under a major waterway in a Karst geology for Maryland. I 
am not sure if you are truly aware of the threats the Karst geology has and how the geology has already 
impacted WV and MD residents alike. I live in Washington County, in karst and I have high levels of bacteria in 
my well water. I have friends in the Boonsboro area that had their well water contaminated after a gas station 
leak and excavation occurred a few miles away. The same is true in WV, just across the river. Residents have 
the same problems and a concern that the karst in WV may impact resident in MD, and vise versa.  
 
The threat of this pipeline is not just during the construction phase Mr. Secretary, there is a very real concern 
that leaks will occur after installation. Leaks that may cause gas fumes to travel through the karst and into 
peoples well water or even basements. The concern is very real considering the enormous footprint of karst in 
WV. I am a realist and the chances of fumes traveling from WV to MD is very very low, but the residents of the 
Eastern Panhandle in WV do not have the protections they deserve from the WV DEP. I understand they are 
not your concern, but sometimes we need to stand up for our neighbors. 
 
I am humbled by the power you may have in your decisions. Attached is a recent ruling that up holds FERCs 
view that State's only have 1 year to make a decision on the 401 certification over federal projects. The 1 year 
deadline for the Potomac Pipeline is this Thursday, March 15th. On that day, Maryland will lose it's voice and 
ability to control the outcome of this pipeline. On that day the 1000s of people who have written and called the 
Governor will lose their voice. On that day the 100s of businesses and the growing number of local elected 
leaders, will lose their voice on this Federal project. 
 
As much as what I do not want this pipeline, I feel that it is more important Maryland retain its power and voice 
on this project. We (the collection of businesses, elected leaders, residents WV neighbors, and members of 
environmental groups) depend on the State of Maryland to uphold its duty to do all that it can in protecting our 
waters. You may feel comfortable with the Wet and Waterways permit that MD may issue, but are you 100% 
confident that WV DEP has your back? That they will do all they can to ensure what Mountaineer Gas does on 
their pipeline instillation will not cause harm to the waterways that flow into the Potomac River? There may only 
be one significant stream crossing for TransCanada, but Mountaineer Gas has several. All of which could 
impact the drinking water for Washington County. WV DEP has ignored our request for an HDD contingency 
plan. They have ignored our request for a communications plan...when will MDE be notified of a spill? 
 
I have tracked the communications with FERC. So far MD has not submitted a letter to FERC stating that you 
have waived the 401 certification, nor approved it. Therefore, you have the power to put the ball in FERCs 
court. Retain your voice on this project and please, send a letter to FERC stating: 

• MDE is denying the 401 certification at this time,  

• MDE is putting the authorization of the Wetlands and Waterways permit on hold, 

• MDE requests that FERC reevaluate the EA and incorporate a full assessment of the potential 
environmental impacts associated with the Mountaineer Gas portion of the Eastern Panhandle 
Connector Pipeline Project. 

 I think it would be a powerful statement to the Residents of Maryland that MDE is exercising its right to review 
federal projects and will only make a decision when all the appropriate facts are brought to the forefront. Force 
FERCs hand. Make them responsible for reviewing this entire project. 
 
With hopeful optimism, 
 
Brent Walls 
Upper Potomac Riverkeeper 
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