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WSSC sued for years of illegal dumping
On February 12, Potomac 

Riverkeeper joined forces 
with the Chesapeake Bay 

Foundation (CBF) and attorneys 
from the Environmental Integrity 
Project (EIP) to file suit against 
the Washington Suburban Sanitary 
Commission (WSSC) for years of 
unchecked and illegal discharges at 
their Potomac Water Filtration Plant.

The Potomac Water Filtration 
Plant is one of two filtration plants 
operated by WSSC, and is located 
near Seneca, Maryland, alongside 
the historic C & O Canal above 
Great Falls National Park.  It pro-
vides drinking water to the major-
ity of Montgomery County and 
Prince George’s County residents. 
After treating drinking water from 
the river with the addition of vari-
ous chemicals, it discharges up to 
15.8 million gallons of wastewa-
ter back into the river each day.

The Plant’s Clean Water Act 
permit expired nearly 12 years ago. 
Since then, the permit has been ad-
ministratively extended by Mary-
land environmental authorities, 
who have accepted a variety of ex-
cuses from WSSC about why they 
aren’t ready to bring the plant into 
compliance with current standards. 

Making matters worse, the sol-
ids treatment unit at the plant has not 
been working as permitted. It con-
tinues to discharge Total Suspended 
Solids (TSS) and aluminum directly 

into the Potomac in-
stead of properly iso-
lating and disposing of 
these wastes. Over the 
last four years alone, 
WSSC has discharged 
roughly 30 million 
more pounds of TSS 
than it has taken in, 
and nearly 1.5 million 
pounds of aluminum. 

By discharging 
large amounts of TSS 
directly into the al-
ready threatened Po-
tomac River, WSSC 
is contributing to a 
serious sedimenta-
tion problem. Excess 
sediment muddies the 
water and threatens 

WSSC’S Potomac Water Filtration Plant discharg-
ing sediment directly into the Potomac River.

See how 
your water 
gets clean.

fragile ecosystems by depleting 
oxygen levels and reducing sunlight 
for healthy plant and fish habitats. 
The large amounts of aluminum 
entering the water from the plant 
put a severe strain on the health of 
fish, amphibians, and critters like 
crabs, oysters, clams, and snails.

Our lawsuit seeks penalties for 
these illegal discharges, and asks the 
Court to require WSSC to address 
the design and operational problems 
with its treatment process. We are 
also hoping through this process to 
force Maryland environmental au-
thorities to finally require WSSC to 
renew its permit and bring the plant 
in line with current requirements.

For more information about this 
lawsuit or other legal matters, please 
contact Sarah Rispin at Rispin@

PotomacRiverkeeper.org

202.429.2603
info@potomacriverkeeper.org



A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Members,

If you’ve received River Watch in the past, you’ll notice that this issue 
sports an attractive new look. In fact, we are in the process of completely 
revamping this newsletter (just wait till you see the next issue!), our website, 
and even our logo. These are mostly aesthetic changes, but are important be-
cause they reflect the feedback we’ve received from our members.  Making 
our work more accessible and relevant to our other supporters is very im-
portant to me.  We are committed to giving you more information than ever 
before about how the quality of our rivers affects your quality of life.

 Water quality isn’t an issue just in places where there is a chemical spill 
in the news—though certainly the tragic spills in West Virginia and North 

Carolina highlight huge 
gaps in our environmental 
regulations that leave us 
all exposed. Here in the 
Potomac watershed we are 
also faced with a vast array 
of chronic pollution threats 
that requires our attention 

and vigilance. It is our responsibility to make you aware of how these threats affect you, your family, and your com-
munity. Just as important, our job here at Potomac and Shenandoah Riverkeeper is to provide solutions to reduce and 
eliminate the countless threats to our water quality. 

Again, thanks to your feedback, we are in the process of making significant changes to how our Riverkeeper pro-
grams operate. We’ll be making a big announcement about these improvements in May, but I want you to know now 
that our focus going forward is to engage local communities more than ever before, tackle the toughest problems with 
resolve and tenacity, and achieve measurable benefits.  Stay in touch—more changes are on the way. And, as always, 
thank you for your support—in all its forms—and the confidence you’ve placed in us!  

	 With appreciation,

                  
	 Matthew Logan

A warm welcome to our newest additions

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sally Davidson, Chair
G. Cabell Williams, Vice Chair

Stanley Oaks, Jr.,Treasurer
Pat Munoz, Secretary

Brent Blackwelder

Peter Bross

John Gibson

John Holmes 
Nick Kuttner

Angus Macbeth

Christina Nichols

Dan Russell

Mike Senatore

Roy Sewall

Mac Thorton

Andrea Young

Sandy Burk

Outreach Coordinator 
Jeff Kelble

Shenandoah Riverkeeper
Alan Lehman

Agricultural Project Manager
Matthew Logan

President
Madelaine Pierce

Communications and
Membership Coordinator

Sarah Rispin

General Counsel
J. Sarah Sorenson

Development Director
Bredy Trombino

Office Administrator
Brent Walls

Upper Potomac River Manager
Brendan Young

Algae Research Specialist

STAFF

nick kuttner joins us as the newest member of our Board of Directors. Nick brings 
with him 28 years of experience in strategy and technology consulting services with Booz Allen 
Hamilton, working on behalf of nonprofits, federal, state, and local governments,  and Fortune 500 
clients. Currently residing on the banks of the Potomac River in Northern Virginia, he is an avid 
fisherman and bird watcher. 

Madelaine Pierce joins our staff as the new Communications & Membership Coordi-
nator. Madelaine will be working alongside our DC staff to expand and revamp all of our outreach 
efforts. Offering her talents in design, public relations, communications, and marketing, she will 
help spread the word about our work. 

Sandy burk also joins our staff as our new Outreach Coordinator. Sandy is responsible 
for Riverwatcher training events around the region and “talks on the river.” She hopes to share 
her love of fishing and paddling to help others reconnect with the Potomac. Contact Sandy if your 
organization would like a speaker to talk about the Potomac River and how its condition affects 
your community.

“...we are in the process 
of making significant 
changes to how our 
Riverkeeper programs 
operate...”
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Opequon Creek Water Trail
Opequon Creek is located in West Virginia's Eastern Panhandle
and is a small stream that meanders through 35 miles of sparsely
populated pastoral valleys and forested landscapes. The Opequon
is a family friendly creek, where you encounter magnificent
sycamore trees, birds, deer and a diverse population of fish.

This water trail map was created through the cooperation of the 
Opequon Creek Project Team and the Upper Potomac Riverkeeper.
Your efforts to protect the beauty and quality of the Opequon Creek
are greatly appreciated as you enjoy all that this serene creek has to 
offer. 
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NEW WATER 
TRAIL MAPS

Patterson Creek map 
available Spring 2014

South Branch Potomac 
Water Trail Map 2015
 Next on the drawing 

board: Conococheague 
Water Trail Map!



certain situations. But in this case, 
the scope of the problem is so large, 
and the planning that has gone into 
the use of green infrastructure so 
limited, that we can only conclude 
that DC Water is taking a dangerous 
gamble with the future health of the 
Potomac.  

In the 2005 consent decree, DC 

Water committed to building tunnels 
and other important “gray” infra-
structure that, while not novel, are 
without question capable of diverting 
enough water to prevent the massive 
amount of sewage that overflows 
into the Potomac.  And it committed 
to meeting hard performance targets.  
Now it wants to re-open that consent 
decree and get out of those targets.  

In place of the tunnels planned 
for the Potomac (along the George-
town waterfront) and Rock Creek, 
DC Water proposes to spend $90 
million on as-yet unplanned green 
infrastructure, such as rain barrels, 
tree boxes, and green roofs. At the 
same time, DC Water wants a 5-year 
delay in addressing overflows into 
the Potomac near Georgetown (from 
2025 to 2030), a 7-year delay for 
overflows into Rock Creek (from 
2025 to 2032). 

Once the $90 million is spent, 
DC Water has told Potomac River-
keeper and other environmental 

Will 
DC Water 
keep its 
promise?

If you live in Washington, DC, 
chances are that when you flush 
your toilet, especially on rainy 

days, the waste will go directly into 
the Potomac River. Even more dis-
turbing is the scale of the problem.  
Each year over 2.5 billion gallons 
of stormwater, mixed with your raw 
sewage, pours into the Potomac Riv-
er during dozens of rain events. 

When heavy rainfalls occur in 
DC, the stormwater and raw sew-
age that mix together in the city’s 
antiquated combined sewer-storm 
drain system overwhelm the sys-
tem’s capacity and everything that 
can’t be treated pours directly into 
the fresh water of the Potomac 
River through 53 outfalls through-
out the city.

This was part of the problem 

President Lyndon B. Johnson was 
pointing to when he declared the 
Potomac River “a national disgrace” 
almost 50 years ago. The creation 
of DC’s “Long-Term Control Plan” 
(LTCP) in 2005 after ten years of 
litigation finally gave us  a solution 
to end the overflow of sewage. This 
court-ordered consent decree man-
dated that DC’s Water and Sewage 
Authority (now DC Water) construct 
three tunnels to slow down, store, 
and separate stormwater from the 
sewage channels. 

But to many environmentalists’ 
dismay, DC Water is now propos-
ing to delay and modify the consent 
decree, reducing the scope of the 
tunnels (eliminating one altogether, 
and cutting another in half), propos-
ing to spend a relatively modest sum 
on green infrastructure, and moving 
away from hard targets for reduc-
ing how much sewage goes into the 
river. Potomac Riverkeeper applauds 
the use of green infrastructure in 

groups that it will spend nothing 
more—regardless of whether the 
green infrastructure projects actually 
capture the same amount of water as 
the displaced tunnels. 

DC Water has yet to make spe-
cific plans to deal with the numerous 
factors complicating the implemen-
tation of green infrastructure in urban 

communities. 
If DC Water 

rolls out green in-
frastructure with 
little planning and 
no promises to meet 
hard targets, the 
people of DC will 
be left with no guar-
antees that it will 
eliminate sewage 
overflow on the Po-
tomac. Meanwhile, 
Potomac River-
keeper continues to 
receive calls from 
residents who report 
sewage pouring into 

the Potomac from outfalls even dur-
ing light rainfall. 

DC Water may want to consider 
adding green infrastructure to the 
mix once it has already built the tun-
nels it promised, to finally stop the 
disgraceful amount of raw sewage 
that enters the Potomac each year.  It 
is possible that certain sections of the 
city would be better served by green 
infrastructure. 

But before we consider depend-
ing on green infrastructure alone for 
major portions of the city, or letting 
DC Water re-open the consent de-
cree, it must present a fully devel-
oped plan that guarantees that it will 
still allow it to finally keep our sew-
age out of the Potomac.

For more information about 
how Potomac Riverkeeper is devel-
oping solutions to the sewage prob-
lem in Washington, DC, please con-
tact Sarah Rispin at: 
Rispin@PotomacRiverkeeper.org.

Flushing away   an opportunity

“Each year over 2.5 billion gallons of storm-
water, mixed with your raw sewage, pours 
into the Potomac River.”

Photo credit: Rubbermaid

Warning of Combined Sewer Overflow.
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Opequon Creek Water Trail
Opequon Creek is located in West Virginia's Eastern Panhandle
and is a small stream that meanders through 35 miles of sparsely
populated pastoral valleys and forested landscapes. The Opequon
is a family friendly creek, where you encounter magnificent
sycamore trees, birds, deer and a diverse population of fish.

This water trail map was created through the cooperation of the 
Opequon Creek Project Team and the Upper Potomac Riverkeeper.
Your efforts to protect the beauty and quality of the Opequon Creek
are greatly appreciated as you enjoy all that this serene creek has to 
offer. 
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Brent Walls, Upper Potomac River Manager 
for Potomac Riverkeeper, works to share the beau-
ty and enjoyment of the Potomac’s small tribu-
taries in West Virginia with paddling enthusiasts 
from across the region.

For the past year, Brent has been mapping 
some of the best places for families looking for fun 
on the water. One such spot is Patterson Creek, a 
small stream that runs through the farming land-
scape of Mineral County, West Virginia, and joins 
the Potomac River just downstream from Cumber-
land, Maryland.

The Patterson Creek project inspired the idea 
to develop water trail maps for all significant rivers 
and streams in the Upper Potomac. 

With the help of the Opequon Creek Project 
Team, a local watershed group in West Virginia, 
the Opequon Creek Water Trail map was created 
in late 2013. The Opequon Creek runs through one 
of the more urban areas of West Virginia’s Eastern 
Panhandle and is easily accessible for many local 
paddlers.  

For more information about our river map-
ping projects, please contact Brent at Brent@Po-

tomacRiverkeeper.org

MAPPING THE UPPER POTOMAC 

SIMPLE, DURABLE

GPS COORDINATES

RIVER MILE DISTANCE

SPACE FOR NOTES

RIVER LEVEL GUIDELINES 
FOR YOUR SAFETY

PARKING AND BOAT 
ACCESS INFO

Winner of  2013 501c TECH 
Technology 

Impact Award.

You are our eyes, ears, and noses on the riv-

er. If you see a problem, report it to us with 

the Water Reporter App. Helping to keep 

our rivers free of pollution has never been  

so easy! 

Attend a Riverwatcher training and learn 

how to identify and report pollution in your 

local rivers and streams. Help us defend 

your right to clean water by taking action 

today!

Spot something fishy 
on the river? 

Report it to us, 
we’ll do the rest.

GET INVOLVED
Download 

Water Reporter 

More testing will ensure West Virginia’s 
water quality isn’t left behind 

The Potomac River is owned by the state of Maryland, but did you know that for nearly half of its 
length, from Fairfax Stone to Harpers Ferry, a distance of more than 150 miles, the Potomac is 
bordered by West Virginia? From a water quality standpoint, that is a source of concern because 

relative to Maryland, West Virginia’s testing standards fall short. 
All point sources—such as industrial discharge pipes—are required to have permits that limit the 

amount and type of pollution allowed from the facility. Frequent water quality testing is essential, because 
it provides the primary assurance to the public and state regulatory agencies that the permit terms are be-
ing met. Maryland’s requirements are high, demanding at least once-per-week testing. West Virginia, on 
the other hand, only requires once-per-month testing.  

This matters because frequent testing allows for pollution incidents to be identified and resolved 
quickly, thereby minimizing damage to water quality, aquatic habitats, and drinking water supplies. 
Moreover, West Virginia’s permits require facilities to meet a monthly average for their discharges, a 
logical impossibility with only one test per month.

Currently, seven West Virginia facilities have a permitted direct discharge into the Potomac. When 
one of those, the National Conservation Training Center, had its permit come up for renewal in late 2012, 
Potomac Riverkeeper challenged the permit and asked for the same testing frequency as Maryland. In 
July 2013, the West Virginia Environmental Quality Board sided with us, but the state Department of 
Environmental Protection appealed the decision. The circuit court will hear the appeal soon; we are con-
fident of a favorable outcome. 

If we are successful, this will be a significant victory, not only for the Potomac but potentially for all 
waterways in West Virginia. More frequent testing isn’t a panacea, but it will give everyone who relies 
on our region’s waterways a little more peace of mind.

For more information about this issue or our other work in the headwaters of the Potomac, contact 
Brent Walls at Brent@PotomacRiverkeeper.org
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Get the Cattle 
Out of the 
Shenandoah 
by 2015

CLEANING UP VIRGINIA’S CONSTRUCTION SITES
On February 18, 2014, Shenandoah and Potomac Riverkeeper filed a new lawsuit against 
the State of Virginia, for failing to write construction site regulations that adequately 
protect the Shenandoah River and other Virginia water bodies from construction-site 
runoff. According to Shenandoah Riverkeeper Jeff Kelble, “After seven years of finding 
construction sites polluting local streams, and working through multiple enforcement 
strategies, we concluded that without a challenge to the actual permitting system we 
were always going to be playing catch-up.”  

Over the years, Shenandoah and 
Potomac Riverkeeper have re-
ceived numerous complaints from 
its members and the public about 
cattle in the Shenandoah River. 

Shenandoah Riverkeeper identified 73 herds 
with direct access to the North Fork, South Fork, 
and mainstem Shenandoah River. A seemingly 
harmless or even healthy activity for the animals, 
cattle access causes tremendous damage to river 
banks and overall river health. It also poses a 
health risk to recreational users. When cows enter 
the river their sharp hooves push and scrape large 
amounts of sediment into the river. The animals 
also directly deposit their waste in the water. This 
adds to high levels of bacteria and sediment that 
impact local ecosystems, trigger algae blooms, 
and can be potentially harmful to humans.   

In response, Shenandoah Riverkeeper recently 
launched it’s Get the Cattle Out by 2015 campaign 
by sending letters to owners of each of the 73 
herds, notifying them of the importance of fencing 
their cattle out of the river. In an unprecedented 
move, Virginia recently revised a temporary ini-
tiative to reimburse landowners for 100% of costs 
associated with fencing projects to separate cattle 
from Virginia rivers. Shenandoah Riverkeeper has 
been working to raise funds to help landowners 
if they don’t want to rely on the government for 
expenses such as solar fencing for remote fields or 
alternative fencing solutions.

Veterinarians and cattlemen have reported to 
Shenandoah Riverkeeper that their cattle appear 
healthier when they have access to well or spring 
water that hasn’t been fouled by cattle upstream.
This project is off to a great start. In the first few 
weeks, numerous landowners have replied asking 
how they can get started.  

Want to get involved? Are you a resi-
dent or visitor of the Shenandoah Riv-
er? Send us your report of cattle in the 
river through our free Water Reporter 
App (available for iPhones).

In this challenge we have asked the 
courts to require Virginia to do three 
things:

1Require better sediment controls and 
control of warm-water runoff for espe-

cially pristine streams, such as those cold 
and clean enough to support trout.

2 Require better sediment controls for 
streams that are already impaired.

3 Give the public advanced notice when 
a construction site is in the works, 

with the idea that the public should have 
the opportunity to provide input on the 
potential impact of a construction site on 
their favorite or nearest stream.

Members who have been around a while 
know that we already challenged Virgin-
ia’s construction site regulations back in 
2009. Even though the current set of reg-
ulations do not go far enough to protect 
our waterways, we were—through that 

challenge and our follow-up work—able 
to get the following improvements:

1The public can now obtain a construc-
tion site’s pollution control documents.

2 Thousands of sites in Virginia will now 
be required to stabilize soils in much 

less time than before.

3 Builders will be required to self-inspect 
their erosion and sediment controls 

more frequently for failures.

4 Builders’ use of fertilizer on construc-
tion sites will be regulated. 

If our Sludge Regulatory Challenge is any in-
dication, we may face attempts by the state 
to knock our lawsuit out on administrative 
technicalities before we even get to pres-
ent our arguments to a judge. 
Please continue to follow news on this 
challenge on our website and through our 
monthly eNews.

Cows in the Shenandoah River.



THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING CLEAN WATER
Jim Egenrieder & Diane Allemang
Donna & Michael Amedeo
William Amshey
Karenna Armington & Maurice Lethbridge
Jan Augustine
Thomas Bakke
Barbara & Nathaniel Baldwin
Doug Barker & Sam Kilpatrick
Philip Barnett
Ronald Bass & Linda Allen
Emilia Battaglini & Vernon Ross
John R Bender
Elaine Bernstein
Christina Biebesheimer
David & Barbara Biser
Vicki S Blazer
David E. Blockstein
Charles Bolan
Potomac Kayaking Company
Milton & Margaret Boyce
David & Kim Brock
Ann Broder
Peter Bross
William H. Brower
Peter & Nancy Brown
Marney Bruce
Martin Burkard
Daryle & Erle Burke
Ira Burnim
Barry Burns

EVENT RECAP: Miss our last event or 
just miss the memories? Let’s take a look back.

Kenneth Button
William G Byrnes
Chris Caffrey
L.J. & Rebecca Campbell
Sara & Jaime Capella
Margaret & William Carr
Luther & Marsha Carter
Tara & Blair Carter
David & Nancy Cartier
Carole Cavanaugh-Fettig & Ron Fettig
Randall N Chandler
Mike & Mary Chapman
Richard C. Chitty
Ann L Warshauer & Frank Cihlar
William & Louise Cleveland
Jay Cohen
The Ryna & Melvin Cohen Family Foundation
W Jospeh Coleman Jr
Jack & Rita Colwell
Alford W. Cooley
T. C. Cooper Construction
Stephen Copps
David & Anne Cottingham
Harriett Crosby
John & Judith Currier
John Dalby
Alan Dappen & Sara Scherr
Kersy & Kelna Dastur
Sally Davidson
Barbara Davis

Charles L Davis
Laurie Davis & Joseph Sellers
Norman Dean
Dennis Dineen
Barbara & Clem Dinsmore
Leslie Disharoon
Jaclyn & Daniel Doane
Jim & Jan Dodgins
Alan & Susan Dranitzke
Robert & Martha Dresser
Mark Drury
Edward F Dube
Brian Durkin
Samuel & Barbara Dyer
Jane & Thomas Earley
Louis Eby
Tom & Karen Ehrhard
John & Barbara Ehrlich
Michael Elepano
Joseph & Ellen Ellis
Peter & Ginger Evans
Beth Forbes
Mark W Foster
Jeff & Mariecken Fowler
Richard & Virginia Fox
James & Deborah Freis
Anne Marijke Gate
Mr. & Mrs. Michael K Gewirz
Downriver Canoe Company
Francois & Vicki Girard

Jefferson Glassie
Gregory F Gosnell
Chris Gray
Joe & Sandra Greene
John & Margaret Greenwood
Sarah Gruner
Henry & Betty Guyot
Peter Hage
Donald Hall
Ridgway M. Hall
Roger Hamilton
Chris & Hailey Hanessian
Bill & Ellen Hanson
James M. Hardin
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With gratitude we recognize our latest supporters who invested in our work from October-December 2013*

On October 4, 2013, over 100 members and supporters joined 
us to celebrate the Potomac River and our work to stop pollu-
tion. A special thanks to Bill and Anita Kerr for hosting the event 
at their gorgeous waterfront home in Alexandria, Virginia.

KERR HOUSE PARTY 
Celebrating with members and friends



THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING CLEAN WATER

WATER REPORTER APP WINS 2013
501c TECH Technology Impact Award
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Andrea & Dendy Young
David Zook

**This list reflects all donors of 
$50.00 and above.

With gratitude we recognize our latest supporters who invested in our work from October-December 2013*

HAMILTON LIVE
19th Street Band and 
Spirit Family Reunion

We are pleased to announce that on November 7, 2013 our Water Re-
porter App was awarded 501c TECH’s 2013 Technology Impact Award. 
Water Reporter allows users to send information on pollution events, 
unusual conditions, and fun activities on the river such as clean-ups, 
community events, and good places to float. Reports go directly to 
a Riverkeeper for follow ups. So far, we’ve already had 53 pollution 
reports submitted, including a few of which were significant and we 
helped to resolve. It has proven to be an incredibly important and 
powerful tool for our work to stop and prevent pollution in the river.

On January 23, 2014, over 
400 of our members and 
supporters joined us for a 
fun-filled night of music at 
the Hamilton Live. A special 
thanks goes to Hamilton Live 
for hosting the event, and the 
19th Street Band and Spirit 
Family Reunion for putting on 
a foot-stompin’ good show.



1615 M Street, NW, 2nd Floor
Washington, DC 20036

JOIN US MAY 18 AT THE POTOMAC BOAT CLUB
1 1 t h  A N N U A L  B E N E F I T
3 : 0 0 P M - 6 : 0 0 P M  T I C K E T S  &  S P O N S O R S H I P S  TO  B E  A N N O U N C E D

COME CELEBRATE WITH US AS WE UNVEIL OUR NEW LOOK...

&

W O R L D  W AT  E R  D A Y
M A R CH   2 2 ,  2 0 1 4

JOIN OUR PRESIDENT, MATTHEW LOGAN, AS HE MC’S 

H20 SUMMIT 
IN SILVER SPRING FROM 9:30AM -4:00PM

SHENANDOAH 
RIVER RODEO 
JULY 12

“Y’all have waiting all year. Rodeo’s back in town!”

FEATURED PARTNER:
Summer’s just around the corner...

CALLEVA Camp Open House
May 10, 10:00am-1:00pm
Voted BEST Summer Camp by Bethesda Magazine.
WWW.CALLEVA.ORG

SWEET WATER BREWERY CO. PRESENTS

HOPPY HOUR 
4:00PM -7:00PM AT CHURCHKEY


