For Immediate Release

March 10th 2016

For more information contact: Dean Naujoks, Potomac Riverkeeper 336-809-6041

Town of Dumfries Call for EPA Criminal Investigation into Dominion 27.5 Million Gallon
Coal Ash Wastewater Dump Into Quantico Creek, More than Dan River Spill
DEQ Director Denied Contaminated Water from Ash Ponds Was Dumped to State Waters
Washington DC— The Town of Dumfries council voted unanimously to request an EPA criminal investigation into
the relationship between Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and Dominion Virginia Power. The
6-0 vote follows the Town’s decision last week to file a formal complaint with EPA’s Criminal Investigation Division
(CID), prompted by the recent discovery of a 27.5 million gallons discharge of untreated coal ash water into
Quantico Creek. Councilman William Murphy moved that the Town, on behalf of Council, make a formal request
to the EPA, stating “nothing will change my mind that an EPA investigation into the matter is needed.” The letter
was sent yesterday to Agent Nicole Bein, EPA Criminal Investigations Division in Washington, DC
Dominion Virginia Power recently admitted the company dumped 33.7 million gallons of untreated coal ash waste
water from its Possum Point Power Station in May 2015 into Quantico Creek, which flows into the Potomac River.
Dominion Power then met privately with Virginia DEQ on February 3rd and revised its number to 27.5 million
gallons, more contaminated coal ash water than was spilled into the Dan River by Duke Energy in its catastrophic
2014 coal ash spill. Dominion didn't publicly acknowledge it dumped untreated coal ash water until after the
company received approval of its permit modification from Virginia DEQ and the State Water Control Board on
January 14th 2016.
In a February Inside Nova article, Dominion acknowledged for the first time that it dumped 33.7 million gallons of
untreated coal ash wastewater from Possum Point’s second largest coal ash waste pond into Quantico Creek.
While Dominion claims that draining the waste pond complied with its Virginia discharge permit, the fact remains
that the company dumped over half of the 52 million gallon waste pond into Virginia waters without any
treatment to remove arsenic, lead, cadmium, selenium and other toxic metals typically found in coal ash waste.
And the public never had an opportunity to raise concerns during the permit review period, because Dominion did
not acknowledge the dumping until after its permit was approved by the Virginia Department of Environmental
Quality.
Virginia DEQ Regional Director, Thomas Faha from the DEQ Northern Regional Office reported that the agency
was aware Dominion had discharged water from pond E in May 2015 when he spoke at the February meeting of
the Prince William County Board of Supervisors. Faha’s statements directly contradict previous written statements
made by DEQ Director David Paylor that “no water was discharged” from Dominion’s coal ash ponds.
“We applaud the Town of Dumfries for its leadership to address coal ash contamination in the Dumfries
community” said Potomac Riverkeeper, Dean Naujoks.” We have a right to know why Director Paylor intentionally

misled the public or whether he was misled by his staff or Dominion. Director Paylor, DEQ and Dominion’s stories
don’t add up, only raising more suspicion about what happened, and who knew what when.”
Background
During an aerial patrol last June, Potomac Riverkeeper Network (PRKN) discovered that Possum Point’s coal ash
pond E was empty, prompting Southern Environmental Law Center (SELC), PRKN’s counsel, to notify DEQ Director
David Paylor that pond E may have been drained into Quantico Creek. On June 19, 2015 Director Paylor
responded by email; “we know that water was moved between ponds but our best information is that no water
was discharged to state waters.”
On June 22 2015, Potomac Riverkeeper filed a complaint with EPA Criminal Investigation Division
describing potential discharging or dewatering waste water from Dominion’s coal ash pond E at Possum Point into
an unnamed tributary (known as the Beaver Pond) of Quantico Creek.
PRKN was concerned that Dominion’s action was reminiscent of Duke Energy’s illegal dumping of coal ash
wastewater into North Carolina waters in 2014. Following an EPA investigation, Duke plead guilty to criminal
Clean Water Act Violations and was fined $102 million in March 2015 for polluting rivers with coal ash, including a
61 million illegal dewatering of untreated coal ash water from its coal ash ponds on the Cape Fear River.
It wasn’t until January 2016 that Potomac Riverkeeper Network unearthed information from Dominion’s own
permit application stating that pond E was drained into Quantico Creek in spring of 2015. Potomac Riverkeeper
Network Legal Director Phillip Musegaas asked DEQ Director Paylor to “go on record” at the January 14th, 2016
State Water Control Board hearing and state publicly if he was aware of Dominion’s secret discharge. The State
Water Control Board ignored the request and approved a modified VPDES permit for Possum Point. DEQ issued
the permit on January 19th, with no mention or consideration of the 33.7 million gallon dumping. PRKN appealed
DEQ’s final Possum Point permit in state court on February 26, 2016.
On January 19, Potomac Riverkeeper, Dean Naujoks filed a follow up complaint to EPA CID that Dominion’s
application confirmed the dumping of Pond E wastewater into Quantico Creek. Naujoks raised concerns that
Dominion may have intentionally misled the public in June 2015 when it told reporter Victoria St. Martin from the
Washington Post on a Possum Point June tour that no water was pumped into the Quantico Creek and that the
entire 52.4 million gallons of waste water from pond E was pumped up to pond D. PRKN and Southern
Environmental Law Center also contacted the Virginia Attorney General’s office, and formally requested that the
permit modification be revoked based on this new information.
Dominion’s Possum Point power plant has a long history of leaks and unpermitted discharges of coal ash
wastewater and metals into Quantico Creek and the Potomac River. Dominion’s own groundwater sampling data
shows that unlined and partly lined coal ash waste ponds at the site have been leaking toxic coal ash metals,
including cadmium and selenium, into the groundwater and Creek for at least thirty years. Potomac Riverkeeper
Network and hundreds of citizens throughout Virginia and Maryland support removing the toxic coal ash from
Possum Point entirely and relocating it into a lined solid waste landfill away from the Potomac River and drinking
water supplies. Duke Energy and other Utilities have been required to clean up dozens of toxic coal ash pits in
North and South Carolina and dispose of the coal ash safely into dry lined landfills. The public has been
demanding Dominion should have do the same.

In addition to its actions at Possum Point, Dominion is under scrutiny for its 13,000 gallon transformer oil spill
into the Potomac that occurred in late January 2016. The spill from a Dominion transmission substation flowed
into storm drains which emptied into Roaches Run, a waterfowl refuge on the Potomac. Dominion initially denied
responsibility for the spill, then later claimed responsibility after the Coast Guard matched the oil in the river with
the oil from the substation. The spill killed 21 water birds and fouled the shoreline of Roaches Run Waterfowl
Sanctuary with oil. Virginia DEQ had initially responded to the spill, but failed to connect it to Dominion’s
operations. In both cases, Virginia DEQ's investigation into Dominion Virginia Power failed to find any discharges
of oil or coal ash waste water to the Potomac River. In both cases, Virginia DEQ reported publicly no oil was
detected or coal ash discharged into public waterways. In both cases, Dominion Virginia Power later
acknowledged it spilled transformer oil and pumped contaminated water from its coal ash ponds into the
Potomac River after weeks or months of denying responsibility.
####
Potomac Riverkeeper Network is a registered 501(c)3 non-profit organization with three regional Waterkeeper
branches: Potomac Riverkeeper, Upper Potomac Riverkeeper and Shenandoah Riverkeeper. Our mission is to
protect the public's right to clean water in our rivers and streams. We stop pollution to promote safe drinking
water, protect healthy habitats, and enhance public use and enjoyment.
Website: www.potomacriverkeepernetwork.org; Phone: 202.429.2603.
For more information contact: Dean Naujoks, Potomac Riverkeeper 336-809-6041. A Dominion/DEQ Timeline,
David Paylor’s email, Town of Dumfries Letter to EPA and sampling data report are available upon request.
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