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Deer Lodge Mobile Home Park Required to Fix Failing Septic Systems 
 
Potomac Riverkeeper and the owner of the Deer Lodge Mobile Home Park (Park), Marcella 
Klinger, in Washington County, MD negotiated the terms of a consent decree; which was 
approved by Magistrate Judge Beth Gesner of the U.S. District Court for the District of Maryland 
on March 28, 2014. A complaint was filed on March 15, 2013 by Potomac Riverkeeper, alleging 
discharge of wastewater containing fecal coliform and e. coli bacteria from the mobile home 
park without an Clean Water Act NPDES permit. The wastewater, suspected of originating from 
failing septic systems, flowed through underground drainage pipes to a tributary of 
Conococheague Creek. Marcella Klinger denied these allegations; however, to settle the case, 
she has proposed to install a new wastewater treatment system to handle wastewater from 27 
mobile homes.  
 
Based on testimonials from local residents, the pollution from the Park had been going on for 
over 20 years. "Myself and others have complained about the [sewer] smell for years to the 
Washington County Health Department and nothing was done", said Denny Hamby an adjacent 
land owner to the Park. "If it wasn't for Brent Walls with Potomac Riverkeeper, we would never 
have had a resolution to the problem."  
 
Brent Walls, the Upper Potomac Riverkeeper—one of three Riverkeepers in Potomac 
Riverkeeper, Inc., and a member of the Waterkeeper Alliance—responded to a pollution 
complaint in June of 2011. "It was my intention to work this out with the owners and the 
State." said Mr. Brent Walls. "After collecting water samples that had eight times the drinking 
water standard for fecal coliform and no cooperation, I had no choice but to follow through 
with a lawsuit." 
 
The Consent Decree directs the Park to begin construction of the new wastewater treatment 
system by June, 2014 and to make it fully operational by November. The Park is also directed to 
fill in or dismantle all 27 septic systems that have been replaced within 45 days of the new 
treatment system being in operation.   
 
 


